2 0 1 6 �ear in �eview

�ig �arby �reek
�ational �cenic �iver

Valuing our Riparian Corridors and Clean Water
AOA’s strategic vision for central and southeastern Ohio features the conservation of riparian corridors with
a primary focus on the Scioto and Hocking River watersheds. Clean water is something that we all need
and value in one form or another. It is an essential resource, necessary for sustaining our natural systems as
well as our developed communities. As demand increases and clean water becomes scarcer, the necessity
to enhance our conservation activities to ensure the availability and sustainability of this resource becomes
more compelling. The recent, distressing news of dead and dying mussels in Big Darby Creek, our National
Scenic River, underscores this responsibility.
The condition of the Scioto and Hocking river corridors, including their major and minor tributaries such as
Big and Little Darby Creeks, Big Walnut Creek, Olentangy River, Alum Creek, Salt Creek, et al., reflect our
community’s values and are indicators of our region’s overall welfare and livability. There is growing recognition that human health and wellbeing, as well as economic development and growth in a community are
directly related to the extent and quality of greenspace and natural areas.
Continued on next page…

Valuing Our Riparian Corridors and Clean Water — Continued from Page 1
Clean water is a community amenity that we can all believe in and work towards. Riparian corridors are key components of the natural
infrastructure required to keep our streams flowing and clean. They link communities in the watershed to each other as well as urban
to suburban to rural areas, and farms to consumers’ tables. Wherever we live and work — houses, yards, schools, churches, businesses,
industries, streets, farms, et al. — we are all connected to the hydrologic system and have a stake in its wellbeing.
Healthy riparian corridors provide value and benefit to the community in many ways. They are
integral to helping maintain water quality in our rivers and streams, as well as our groundwater.
Much of our native fauna and flora rely on healthy ecosystems and habitat provided by connected, linear natural areas such as those along our waterways. Aquatic life depends on clean and
abundant water in our streams. Natural stream corridors provide critical migratory pathways for
many species including song birds, waterfowl, bats, butterflies and native plants. They provide
travel corridors for wildlife such as turkeys, pheasants and deer.
Forested riparian frontage shades and cools the stream while reducing erosion, soil loss, and incising of the stream channel. Leaves from
these trees are the core component of the food chain that nourishes and supports aquatic life. Natural bottomlands buffer streams, filter
contaminants and provide needed habitat. Functioning floodplains decrease floodwater levels and downstream impacts. Riparian wetlands increase groundwater recharge and provide important habitat for a wide variety of indigenous species, many which are in decline.
Adjacent uplands offer diversity of habitat important for many species as well as a place to go when floodwaters rise. Stream corridors
provide recreational opportunities for hunting, fishing, paddling, hiking, and other outdoor pursuits.
Getting clean water from our taps, feeding song birds in our backyards, watching butterflies flutter through our neighborhoods, enjoying outdoor recreation, and eating fresh or local farm-raised foods are some of the many benefits that depend
on clean streams and thriving riparian corridors. AOA is committed to conserving and enhancing our riparian corridors. We
hope that you will join with us as we work to achieve these desired outcomes and benefits for our part of Ohio.

AOA Adds Two Properties to the
Scioto River Flyway Corridor
AOA acquired two properties that add to the Scioto River Flyway
Corridor, one of our primary strategic conservation initiatives. These
purchases were facilitated by a grant from the Clean Ohio Fund
Green Space Conservation Program. The 55-acre George Andrew
Schneider Preserve, located off of Island Road just north of Circleville in Pickaway County, was purchased from Brad and Katie
Schneider. Approximately 3,000 linear feet of Scioto River riparian
corridor frontage is protected by this acquisition. This reach of the
Scioto River is designated as an Exceptional Warmwater Habitat that
is home to a variety of state-listed species. Significant wetland areas
are located on the tract. The property is a former agricultural field that was reforested about 15 years ago. AOA will steward the site in
a manner that allows the young woodlands to mature into an old growth bottomland forest, providing enhanced riparian buffer and
habitat. The property has been managed as a game preserve and is rich in wildlife.
The Haddox property is located along River Drive in the south-central portion of Pickaway County.
AOA purchased the floodplain area, a 27-acre portion of the larger property owned by Mary Belle
Haddox, for riparian corridor protection and habitat connectivity. Approximately 4,900 linear feet of
riparian habitat on both sides of Scippo Creek are protected through this purchase. Mount Oval, a
historic farm property owned by the Pickaway County Historical Society borders the northeast side
of the Haddox site. Combined with the Kreisel and Cossin purchases last year AOA has protected a
nearly continuous corridor along Scippo Creek between the Scioto River and Mount Oval. Conservation of the Haddox site and other neighboring tracts help to unite fragmented land and create the
larger blocks of habitat required for the sustainability of many of our native plant and wildlife species. These properties protect, enhance
and buffer critically important riparian and wetland systems — helping to safeguard the water quality of Central Ohio.

Steward Preserve Added to Big Darby Creek Conservation Corridor
Kevin Steward worked with AOA to preserve a 48-acre portion of his property along Big Darby Creek as a riparian
buffer and riverine preserve. Approximately 7,100 linear feet of river frontage as well as an island and an old oxbow
were preserved. The site provides natural habitat and protection for numerous species including threatened mussels, fish and bats. This property is a valuable addition to AOA’s Big Darby Creek Conservation Corridor.

�ands / �tewardship
AOA works to conserve and enhance our land and water resources as sustainable assets for our community. In 2016 we:
▪ Increased the conservation lands AOA stewards to 80 properties and over 8,500 acres. Secured funding for numerous
additional conservation transactions that are in process.
▪ Undertook expanded efforts to remove and control invasive
species on AOA preserves.
▪ Utilized the board, staff and volunteers to monitor all of our
conservation properties.

▪ Carried out a wide range of stewardship and enhancement
activities on AOA’s properties, in association with community
partners, friends and volunteers.
▪ Expanded efforts to upgrade baseline site and species data on
our preserves.
▪ Continued our commitment to the conservation of farm and
working lands. Participated in the Local Agriculture Easement
Protection Program (LAEPP), partnering with Athens, Franklin,
Hocking, Pickaway, Ross and Vinton Counties.

Ralph Barr Farm Conservation
AOA is working with the Barr family to conserve their four adjoining family farms in Pickaway County through the Ohio Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Easement Purchase
Program. The Barr Family Farm was recently conserved by Dean and Pat Barr with an agricultural easement. Dean’s parents, Ralph and Roxie Barr, previously owned and farmed the
property. This 58-acre tract is a grain and livestock farm
that is part of the Barr’s grass-fed, sustainably raised cattle
operation. The family recently hosted representatives of
China’s Ministry of Agriculture, showcasing their farmland
conservation and sustainability practices.

�and �onservation
AOA Expands Cackley Swamp
Preserve with Two New Acquisitions
Protection and restoration of the expansive, high-quality Cackley
Swamp wetland system is an AOA conservation initiative. A
primary goal is to facilitate expansion of the wetland area to
attain the historic extent that existed prior to draining and filling
activities associated with farming, mining and development.

ODNR DNAP as a Priority Acquisition Area of State Significance.
The pre-glacial Teays River drainage system is traced today by a
series of wetlands, which contain at least 12 state-listed plant
species. Cackley is believed to be the largest of the seven known
Teays River wetland remnants. These acquisitions are part of
a strategic approach to
conserving the Cackley
Swamp wetland system as
a complete landscape. AOA
is very grateful to the OVCC
for their leadership and
invaluable assistance with
these properties.

Zeislers Protect Property in AOA’s
Hocking Hills Conservation Area

AOA collaborated with ODNR and the USFWS to protect the
222-acre core section of the Cackley Swamp wetland system in
2007. Thanks to the initiative of our sister land trust, Ohio Valley
Conservation Coalition (OVCC), AOA was able to collaborate
to conserve two additional properties to expand and buffer the
wetland area. The Saylor and Watson Trust tracts add 36 and
160 acres respectively, increasing the preserve to 418 acres of
protected Category 3 wetland and adjacent buffer lands.
Cackley Swamp is a very rare, high-quality relict wetland of
the pre-glacial Teays River system that has been identified by

After several years of effort Kurt and Shelly Zeisler were able to
protect their Hocking County property with an AOA conservation
easement. The 93-acres conserved is located on Ogle Road and
borders two other AOA easements, creating a larger bloc of over
550 acres of contiguous conservation land. Crane Hollow touches
the Zeisler property on the southern edge, providing another
important conservation
connection. Protection
of the Zeisler property
is part of AOA’s larger
Hocking Hills Conservation
Initiative which seeks to
preserve iconic Hocking
Hills landscapes and scenic
values while supporting
ecotourism.

Bartley Preserve Expanded
AOA purchased a 21-acre parcel from the List family to expand
our Bartley Preserve in Pickaway County. Originally part of the
Luther List farm, the acquired property will enlarge the preserve,
buffer the site from recent adjacent development and provide
a visual connection from Kingston Pike to the prominent Native
American mound. The new site will also provide land to serve as
a trailhead for a walking path, as well as parking and interpretive
signage for visitors.

AOA is very grateful to the List family for helping to conserve
additional property and expand this important preserve. Five
state-listed rare and/or endangered plant species live on the site.
The restored habitats at the Bartley Preserve will provide a home
for many plant species native to Pickaway County and the Scioto
River valley that have become rare or endangered due to the loss
of habitat.

Demonstration Site Expands
AOA was able to acquire a one-acre in-holding from Bob and
Judia McCabe on Bailey Road in Hocking County through a
couple of generous donations. This property
is surrounded by the
AOA Demonstration
Site and the Mathias
Grove easement. The
site includes a nice forested area and stream.
Developed areas will
be restored to native
habitat and integrated into our Conservation Demonstration Site.
This property is a valuable addition to AOA’s Demonstration Site
and Hocking River Conservation Corridor.

AOA Acquires the Trella Romine Prairie Preserve
AOA was elated to be able to provide permanent protection for the Trella Romine Prairie located near the Little Scioto River in southern
Marion County. This 11.5-acre parcel is a former railroad right-of-way which is approximately one mile long and 100 feet wide. It contains rare Sandusky Plains prairie habitat which has been largely extirpated throughout its range with the exception of a few small scattered remnants. Trella Romine Prairie is home to 70 known species of the Sandusky Plains prairie ecosystem including five state-listed
species: Royal Catchfly, Leiburg’s Panic Grass, Savanna Blazing Star, Smooth Rose and Prairie False Indigo.
Concerned about the loss of native plant species and habitats, Trella Romine purchased the property at
a Sheriff’s sale in 1996 because it contained so many remnant prairie plants. She transferred it to the Marion County Historical Society, which has been looking for a long-term home and conservation steward for
the property and the resident native plant populations.
Most of the site is located in the floodplain and the riparian corridor of the Little Scioto River. In addition
to the prairie areas the property contains patches of wetlands and forest, creating a mosaic of habitat diversity. Trella Romine Prairie is part
of AOA’s Scioto River Flyway Corridor Initiative which focuses on
the protection of riparian zones within the Scioto River watershed
for water quality and habitats for a range of native species, particularly migratory birds, waterfowl, bats and pollinators that rely on
linear natural areas.
Trella Romine Prairie is an important resource for species native
to the Sandusky Plains and the Scioto River watershed. It has
served as a seed source for several native prairie restorations
and will continue to provide seeds for future Scioto River watershed restoration projects. Long-term stewardship plans envision
safeguarding the prairie remnants through annual maintenance
and invasive species management. Expansion of the prairie area is
desirable long-term.

Generous gifts from friends and supporters enabled the Appalachia Ohio Alliance
to accomplish much in 2016. We are grateful for this support, and for continued
validation of our conservation mission.

�rganizational �dvancement
As AOA grows and evolves we are striving to strengthen our
organizational capacity to better achieve our mission goals. In
2016 we:

▪ Continued enhancement and expansion of our community
engagement and outreach through mailings, website, email
news-sharing and Facebook presence.

▪ Increased our part-time Stewardship Coordinator hours to
assist with our growing property restoration and stewardship
responsibilities.

▪ Sent Board and staff to the Coalition of Ohio Land Trusts
conference and numerous other workshops and webinars
to enhance our conservation knowledge and build stronger
relationships within the Ohio conservation community. Staff
participated in the national Land Trust Alliance Rally, gaining
valuable learning, training and skills.

▪ Promoted Steve Goodwin to Assistant Director. Steve has extensive land trust knowledge and experience and many years
of dedicated service and leadership in AOA.
▪ Received a range of technical support and assistance from the
Land Trust Alliance on organizational and conservation issues.

AOA continues to pursue the resources and support
needed to carry out our valuable and worthy conservation
work. For every $1 donated, AOA is able to protect over
$20 worth of land and water resources.
Grants. AOA was fortunate to receive numerous grants this year
to support our conservation, stewardship, education and outreach
activities. We procured $3.0 million in grants from public sector
organizations and agencies, helping to maximize the return on our
donors’ investments in our conservation work.
Membership. In the third year of our program membership donations provide increasingly critical mission
support.
Donors. AOA was fortunate to receive many generous
gifts this past year including several for stewardship
and conservation defense.

�utreach and �ngagement

AOA provides opportunities for members and the public to participate in and learn more about our conservation mission.
We emphasize nature-based education that features local lands and ecosystems, conveying an enhanced understanding
of their significance and relevance to our community. Our numerous programs and events help build partnerships, provide
outreach, engage the community, provide hands-on learning and stewardship experiences, and allow friends to visit the
lands they have helped to conserve — some of the most beautiful places in our region.

Our 2016 outreach program consisted of 20 events, providing a wide range of outdoor activities. Our featured event was the Scioto River
Flyway and Open House at the Marsha Gunder Schneider Preserve in Pickaway County. More than 250 friends, partners, volunteers,
exhibitors and collaborating organizations participated in and helped make this event a big success — and our largest event to date!
▪ Events featured several naturalist-guided field trips to AOA properties including our Cline, Steward,
Kleinmaier, Trimble Forest, Trella Romine and Bison Hollow properties.
▪ Stewardship-based events included a tree planting at our Earthtouch Preserve, seed collecting at Trella
Romine Prairie and several invasive removal and clean up events at AOA properties.
▪ Workshops included a Bat Program and a Bird Habitat and Nest Box Workshop at our Demonstration Site.
▪ In cooperation with the founding host Gosnell and Davidson families, AOA sponsored the 34th annual
Trillium Festival at Mathias Grove during the Spring wildflower season.
▪ Other events featured a Native Medicinal Plant Walk, a Float on Big Darby Creek and a Children’s
Fishing Clinic.
▪ In all, our programs and events during the past year attracted more than 760 participants, inspired by AOA’s conservation work and
the beauty of our special landscapes.

2016 AOA Conservation Awards

Heather Stehle leads an AOA hike at
Crane Hollow Nature Preserve

�nd �ore...
▪ AOA’s Holiday Card program provides opportunities to “give a gift
of conservation” while supporting
AOA’s mission and promoting local
conservation. Our 2016 card featured a “Winter Morning on Queer
Creek” in AOA’s Bison Hollow
Preserve.
▪ AOA’s Annual Dinner, Valuing our
Riparian Corridors and Clean Water,
held at Hocking Hills State Park Lodge, brought together
100 friends and supporters to celebrate our numerous 2016
land and water conservation and stewardship successes. Our
featured speaker, Bob Gable, Manager of the Ohio Scenic
Rivers Program at ODNR,
spoke about the Ohio Scenic River Program and the
benefits of riparian corridor conservation, focusing
on Big Darby Creek.

AOA’s Conservation Achievement Award recognizes exemplary
dedication, commitment and achievement in the field of conservation.
Omie Warner was honored for her many years
of dedication and service to AOA, including
a term as Vice President. Omie conserved her
Pickaway County farm owned with her late
husband Jack, through the donation of an
agricultural easement.
AOA bestowed our Conservation Partnership Award on Crane Hollow Nature
Preserve. Established by former AOA founder
and board member Jane Ann Ellis and her late husband Bill, Crane
Hollow has strongly supported conservation in the Hocking Hills.
Crane Hollow has collaborated with
AOA in many aspects of our conservation work including land stewardship,
programming and events.
Don Reuter, who has participated
in numerous AOA stewardship events
and activities, was presented with
the well-deserved Conservation
Volunteer Award in appreciation for
his long-time participation and many
volunteer contributions.
Founder, and retiring board member Clyde Gosnell was recognized for
becoming AOA’s second Honorary
Board Member. Clyde was presented
with a wooden plaque hand-made by
AOA President Al Altfater.

The Appalachia Ohio Alliance is a regional non-profit
land conservancy that serves central, south-central and southeastern Ohio.
The Alliance is dedicated to the conservation and stewardship of our
land and water as sustainable natural resources that are an
asset and a legacy for our community.
Appalachia Ohio Alliance ▪ P.O. Box 1151 ▪ Logan, OH 43138-4151 ▪ www.appalachiaohioalliance.org

