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Conservation Demonstration Site Takes Shape
The Appalachia Ohio Alliance (AOA) Conservation Demonstration Site in Rockbridge is a leading feature of our ongoing
efforts to undertake sound and practical conservation programs and practices that build a legacy of conservation to engage
and benefit citizens and communities throughout central and southeastern Ohio.
This flagship property is the core component of AOA’s Hocking River Conservation Corridor Initiative. It provides conservation demonstration, outreach and educational opportunities to the local community, land owners and visitors to the Hocking Hills region. The Demonstration Site project builds upon the conservation vision and leadership of AOA founders and
leaders, particularly Clyde Gosnell, whose land and water stewardship and habitat restoration practices have been incorporated into the site practices and interpretation.
The Demonstration Site opened for public visitation this fall although it remains a work in progress, with many additional
improvement activities to be carried out over the next few years. AOA and our partners are continuing to upgrade the site
and enhance our ability to better accommodate visitors and achieve the desired conservation demonstration, education and
outreach potentials.
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Botanical Sanctuary Designation
United Plant Savers recently designated the Demonstration Site as a Botanical Sanctuary, part of their network of medicinal botanical sanctuaries throughout the country. Botanical Sanctuaries serve as rich depositories for ‘at risk’ North American medicinal plants, as well as educational
centers for plant conservation and organic cultivation. They also serve as
important seed and germplasm repositories for native plants.

AOA and our collaborative partners have been busy
preparing the Demonstration Site to host visitors. This
past year we undertook numerous activities and events
at the Site. Some of these included a tree planting,
Native Medicinal Plant walk led by United Plant Savers,
Bird Box Installation with Logan High School and a Bird
Habitat and Nest Box Workshop led by Ohio Bird Conservation Initiative and Columbus Audubon.
We are very grateful to our partners who have contributed funds and in-kind work to help enhance the
Demonstration Site property this year: Buckeye Trail
Association, Columbus Audubon, Columbus Metro
Parks, Crane Hollow Preserve, Foundation for Appalachian Ohio, Midwest Birding Symposium, Ohio Bird
Conservation Initiative, ODNR Division of Forestry, Rural
Action, The Hocking River Commission, The Nature
Conservancy, The Trust for Pubic Land and United Plant
Savers.

Fox Bluff Acquisition
AOA acquired a scenic 5-acre parcel from Joyce Fox that has been integrated into the Demonstration Site. It contains a
mix of habitats as well as characteristic Hocking Hills geologic features. The majority of the site comprises the westward-facing elevation of a prominent ridgetop. The steep-sloped sandstone bluff includes scattered, large sandstone
slump blocks that have separated from the bedrock outcroppings. An old river run and associated wetland area lie at
the foot of the slope. Fox Bluff is the defining feature of the eastern edge of the Demonstration Site. It is also the primary visual element of the northern US 33 gateway to the Hocking Hills, providing the backdrop for ODOT’s Entering
Hocking Hills Region sign. It is a valuable addition to AOA’s Hocking River Conservation Corridor.

�ands / �tewardship
AOA works to conserve and enhance our precious land and
water resources as sustainable assets for our community.
▪ Accepted the donation of two new conservation easements
and a fee property in Fairfield and Hocking Counties.
▪ Increased the lands AOA stewards to 61 properties and over
7,300 acres. Secured funding for numerous additional conservation transactions that are in-process.
▪ Utilized the board, staff and volunteers to monitor all 61 of our
conservation properties during the past 12 months.
▪ Carried out numerous stewardship and enhancement activities
on AOA’s properties in association with community partners,
friends and volunteers.
▪ Strengthened our commitment to the conservation of farmlands. Participated in the Local Agriculture Easement Protection
Program (LAEPP), partnering with Athens, Franklin, Hocking,

Pickaway, Ross and Vinton Counties. Secured funds for agricultural easements on two Barr Family farms in Pickaway County.
▪ Continued our efforts to identify and protect resources that
represent the character and heritage of the community through
preservation of several sections of the old Hocking Canal.

Mercer Woods Donation
AOA excitedly accepted donation of the gorgeous 112-acre Mercer Woods property that lies near the Hocking River in the northern
extent of the Hocking Hills Region. Elbert Mercer and his wife Leona lived on the site, which was the first property protected by
AOA with a conservation easement. Lyn Hargreave, the daughter of Elbert and Leona, along
with her husband David, believed AOA was an appropriate steward for this
spectacular landscape, and generously donated the property along with the
Mercer home to AOA. The site has been incorporated into the network of
natural preserves contributing to the Hocking River Conservation Corridor.
The property is largely mature forest. Many species of wildflowers carpet
the slopes each spring including yellow lady’s slipper, green adder’s mouth
orchid, cranefly and showy orchis. Natural features on the site include
springs, a tributary stream of the Hocking River, wetlands, and blackhand
sandstone rock shelters, cliffs, and slump blocks.

�and �onservation
Walsh Property Conserved
Jane and Bruce Walsh donated a conservation easement on their 74-acre property located in
Fairfield County on the northern edge of the Hocking Hills Region. This beautiful site includes a
forested ridge as well as old,
successional fields, and a wetland area along Pine Run, a
tributary of the Hocking River.
Sandstone outcrops occur in
several locations on the ridge,
which displays an abundance
of spring wildflowers. This site
contributes to scenic views
and values along the US 33
corridor entryway into the
Hocking Hills Region.

Mound View Farm Conservation
Farmland conservation is important to the Barr Family. AOA is helping the Barrs conserve four family farms in Pickaway County through
the Ohio Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Easement Purchase Program. The first is Mound View Farm, a 151-acre working farm,
managed as a sustainable farming operation by the three Barr families.
Mound View Farm rises to a
high glacially sculpted ridge with
panoramic views of the surrounding
countryside. The farm provides the
foreground of the viewshed from
Snake Den Mounds, an important
Hopewell‑period cultural site on the
ridge top that is also being preserved
by the family with a conservation
easement.

Hocking Canal Heritage Trail
After several years of effort AOA leased a significant section of
the old, historic Hocking Canal corridor from ODNR. Located near
Rockbridge in both Fairfield and Hocking counties, the protected
area consists of approximately 35 acres along three linear miles of
canal prism (channel) separated into three sections by a couple of
private holdings.

Canal conservation activities are part of our larger vision for a
Hocking Canal Heritage Trail that would stretch from Carroll to
Athens and would be a co-linear feature that parallels our Hocking River Corridor Initiative. The conservation, interpretation and
accessibility of these resources will provide new ecotourism and
outdoor recreational opportunities in the greater Hocking Hills region that complement and supplement those already in this area.

This is the first portion of the Hocking Canal preserved by AOA
and provides the opportunity to conserve and enhance a largely
intact, relatively continuous section of the original canal course creating a historic, natural, cultural, recreational and scenic asset
for the community. Today, the old canal prism includes a variety
of valuable wetland and bottomland habitats lying in the floodplain of the Hocking River.
AOA is presently working with numerous private property owners
to preserve additional sections of the Hocking Canal as well as
existing features such as locks, tow paths and culverts. We are
also collaborating with several groups including the Canal Society
of Ohio and the Hocking County Historical Society.

�ands / �tewardship
Bartley Preserve Progresses
This past summer AOA dedicated our new property in Circleville as the Bartley Preserve, in honor of
the life, legacy and botanical contributions of Floyd Bartley, a local Pickaway County farmer, naturalist and teacher. Bartley was widely respected as an amateur naturalist who collected thousands of
botanical specimens from the region.
AOA is taking steps towards the restoration of this spectacular property, which houses several ephemeral pothole
wetlands that are a remnant home for four state-listed rare and endangered plant species.
AOA is collaborating with several partners including ODNR Division of Natural Areas and
Preserves and Pheasants Forever, to preserve the potholes and restore the Burr Oak-savannah
ecosystem that existed when the Adena culture thrived in the region.
The restored habitats at the Bartley Preserve will provide a home for many plant species native
to Pickaway County and
the Scioto River valley
New Species Found at Bartley Preserve
that have become rare and endangered due the loss of habitat.

The Bartley Preserve
THANK YOU
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Friends, partners and collaborating organizations who participated last
Saturday and helped make the dedication such a success!

INTERPRETIVE STATIONS: List Family Farm Heritage Mark and David List and Family • Hitler Family Heritage Wally and Carol Higgins, Pickaway County Historical Society •
Adena Mound/Archaeology Dr. Jarrod Burks, Pickaway County Archaeological Research Group • Natural History/Site Restoration Chief Botanist Rick Gardner, Division of Natural
Areas and Preserves, ODNR • Floyd Bartley Pickaway County Farmer, Naturalist, Teacher Melanie Schori, Representing the Floyd Bartley Herbarium of Ohio University • Pickaway
County Farmland Preservation Louise Warner, AOA; Denise King, Executive Director, Office of Farmland Preservation, ODA; Dean and James Barr, Pickaway County Farmers
EXHIBITORS: Ducks Unlimited • Pheasants Forever • Pickaway County Park District • Pickaway County Visitors Bureau • HOSTS: Rich and Sandy Elsea

ODNR Botanist Rick Gardner recently announced that a previously
unidentified plant species has been discovered living in the glacial
pothole wetlands at the Bartley Preserve. Identified by a US Forest
Service botanist, Halls Bulrush (Schoenoplectiella hallii), is considered globally imperiled and found at only about 30 sites in the US.
This is the only known population in Ohio. It becomes the fifth
rare species identified on the property and is the rarest.

Generous gifts from friends and supporters enabled the Appalachia Ohio Alliance
to accomplish much in 2014. We are grateful for this support, and for continued
validation of our mission.

�rganizational �dvancement
As AOA grows and evolves we are striving to enhance our
organizational capacity to better achieve our mission goals.
▪ Added a new part-time Stewardship and Outreach Coordinator
through participation in the Ohio Stream Restore AmeriCorps
program sponsored by Rural Action.
▪ Our staff participated in the national Land Trust Alliance Rally,
gaining valuable learning, training and skills. Board and staff
attended the Coalition of Ohio Land Trusts conference to en-

AOA continues to pursue the resources and support necessary to carry out and enhance our valuable and worthy
conservation work.
Grants. AOA was fortunate to receive numerous grants this
year to support our conservation, stewardship, educational and
outreach activities. We obtained over $2.8 million in grants from
a variety of public and private sector organizations and agencies
helping to maximize the return on our donors’ investments in our
conservation work.
Membership. The first year of our new membership program saw
many AOA friends become supporting members.
Donors. AOA was fortunate to receive many generous gifts this
past year including several very impactful contributions:
▪ An anonymous major gift to help fund new land and water
conservation projects in Southeastern Ohio.
▪ A donation from Bill and Debbie Marsh that enabled AOA to
purchase the Fox Bluff property.
▪ A major donation from a board member for organizational
capacity.
▪ A large anonymous gift to our Paul Knoop Conservation Education Fund endowment at the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio.

hance our conservation knowledge and build stronger relationships within the Ohio conservation community.
▪ Continued improvement and expansion of our website, email
correspondence and FaceBook presence.
▪ Building a Conservation Legacy, AOA’s Annual Dinner held at
Hocking Hills State Park Lodge, brought together many friends
and supporters to celebrate our numerous land and water
conservation and stewardship successes in 2014.

�utreach / �rograms / �vents

AOA provides opportunities for members and the public to participate in and learn more about our conservation mission.
We emphasize nature-based education that features local lands and ecosystems, conveying an enhanced understanding of
their significance and relevance to our community. Our numerous programs and events help build partnerships, provide
outreach, engage the community, provide hands-on learning and stewardship experiences, and allow friends to visit our
conservation lands – some of the most beautiful places in our region.

▪ Our outdoor activity program consisted of a wide range of events including several naturalist-guided field trips: a Vernal Pool
Hike at Trimble Community Forest led by Rural Action, and a couple of Spring Wildflower Hikes at AOA’s Kleinmaier State Nature
Preserve led by ODNR.
The Bartley
Preserve
▪ Other events included a Hocking Canal Tour and Ramble held in conjunction with the Canal Society
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SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

of Ohio, a Hocking River Float and Mussel Survey led by Columbus Metro Parks, a Deep Forest Hike
at Crane Hollow Preserve and a Prairie Walk and Seed Collection at Columbus
Metro Parks.
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Location: 1711 Hitler Road No. 1, Circleville
10:00 am: Interpretive Stations Open
11:30 am: Lunch
Free food and drinks for visitors and guests.
12:00 pm: Dedication Celebration
2:00 pm: Interpretive Stations Close
Join us and help celebrate Flag Day while
enjoying our summer-time weather in a
beautiful outdoor setting. The Bartley Preserve
Open House and other AOA events are free and
open to the public. This event will be held rain
or shine. Please come prepared and dress
appropriately for the summer weather.
No pets please.

OPEN HOUSE AND DEDICATION
Circleville, Ohio
Saturday, June 14, 2014
10 am to 2 pm
Appalachia Ohio Alliance invites you to an Open House and Dedication at
the new 95-acre Bartley Preserve in Circleville. The Preserve will be dedicated
to the legacy of Floyd Bartley, a Pickaway County farmer and widely respected
naturalist, who collected rare botanical specimens from the region.
Take advantage of this first opportunity to learn about this spectacular
property. Hear restoration and development plans that include public
visitation, trail and site amenities to benefit the Pickaway County community.
Event activities and interpretive stations will be centered on the shady
lawn of the beautiful, historic George Hitler house, the home of our generous
hosts, Rich and Sandy Elsea.
Representatives of a variety of collaborative organizations will provide
interpretive information and insights related to archaeology and native
heritage associated with the Adena mound, Floyd Bartley, glacial-influenced
geology and geography, natural history, biological significance and Burr-Oak
savannah restoration plans, habitat conservation, Scioto River flyway corridor,
Hitler family heritage, List family farm heritage, and farmland preservation.
We are grateful to our partner organizations for helping prepare and
present site information, including Pickaway County Archaeological Group,
Floyd Bartley Herbarium of Ohio University, ODNR Division of Natural Areas
and Preserves, the List family, Pickaway County Park Board, Pickaway County
Historical Society, Ducks Unlimited and Pheasants Forever.

Appalachia Ohio Alliance
P.O. Box 1151 | Logan, Ohio 43138-4151
www.appalachiaohioalliance.org
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Saturday • July 26, 2014
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Representatives of the Buckeye Trail Association will teach trail
construction utilizing native rock as we build a stream and wetland
crossing and finish out the AOA Demonstration Site in Rockbridge.
Come out for all or part of the workshop.
Location: Appalachia Ohio Alliance Conservation Demonstration Site
Meet at the entrance to Mathias Grove • 25779 Bailey Road, Rockbridge
(located approximately one mile south of Clear Creek Metro Park)
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Bring a lunch and dress appropriately for the work and
weather. Drinks will be provided by AOA.
Check the AOA website www.appalachiaohioalliance.org
for additional information.
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and attracted over 225 participants.

▪ In all, our programs and events during the past year attracted over 850 participants,
inspired by the beauty of our special landscapes.

AOA Conservation Awards

�nd �ore...
▪ AOA’s Holiday Card program
provided opportunities to
“give a gift of conservation”
while supporting AOA’s
mission and promoting local
conservation. Our 2014 card
featured a winter scene along
the old Hocking Canal recently
conserved by AOA.
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▪ AOA received a generous
gift for our conservation
mission from Mothapalooza
at their successful summer
conference.

   AOA honored one of its founders and longtime supporter Paul
Knoop with our 2014 Conservation Achievement Award. This
annual award recognizes exemplary dedication, commitment and
achievement in the field of conservation.
   Paul was recognized for his many
contributions to conservation — particularly a lifetime spent sharing his wealth
of knowledge of the natural world, and
the generosity with which he gave his
time to support the efforts of numerous
conservation and nature-based education
organizations. Paul has a special love for
and commitment to the preservation of
the Hocking Hills region.
   AOA bestowed our Conservation
Partnership Award on two longtime
partners: Rural Action and the Buckeye
Trail Association. Rural Action has been a
leading and valued partner in numerous
projects and events. Particularly noteworthy are the nature-based education
programs and stewardship activities
conducted by Rural Action at our Trimble
Community Forest preserve. Buckeye
Trail Association has collaborated on
several projects. Most recently they planned and organized several
trail-building and rock-use workshops, completing a beautiful section of new trail to facilitate site
visitation and enhance visitor experiences at the
AOA Demonstration Site.
   AOA friends Denis Case and
Rita Apanius were presented
the well-deserved Conservation Volunteer Award in
appreciation for their many
volunteer contributions. Denis and Rita are on our
Monitoring Committee and prepare many of the
Baseline Data Reports for AOA’s land conservation
projects.

AOA Honored with Prestigious Conservation Award
AOA received the Conservation Achievement Award from the Ohio Environmental Council at
their annual Green Gala. All of us at AOA are very pleased and excited by this award, which
pays homage to the many people who have contributed to AOA’s successes over the years.
OEC’s recognition helps validate the worthiness of our land and water conservation mission
work and achievements, as well as those of the many other fine Ohio land trusts striving to
enhance our natural environment and the health, wellness and livability of our communities.

The Appalachia Ohio Alliance (AOA) is a regional non-profit land conservancy
that serves central, south central and southeastern Ohio. The Alliance is dedicated
to the conservation and stewardship of our land and water as sustainable natural resources
that are an asset and a legacy for our community.
Appalachia Ohio Alliance ▪  P.O. Box 1151 ▪ Logan, OH 43138-4151 ▪ www.appalachiaohioalliance.org

