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WATERSHED

Appalachia Ohio Alliance
by Steve Fleegal, Executive Director, Appalachia Ohio Alliance.

The condition of the Scioto and Hocking river corridors,
AOA’s strategic vision for central and southeastern Ohio
features the conservation of riparian corridors with a including the major and minor tributaries such as
primary focus on the Scioto and Hocking River watersheds. the Big and Little Darby Creeks, Big Walnut Creek,
Olentangy River, Alum Creek, Salt Creek,
Clean water is something that we all need
HW DO UHÁHFW RXU FRPPXQLW\·V
and value in one form or another.
values and are indicators of
It is an essential resource,
The Appalachia Ohio
our region’s overall welfare
necessary for sustaining
$OOLDQFHLVDUHJLRQDOQRQSURÀW
and livability. There is
our natural systems as
ODQGFRQVHUYDQF\WKDWVHUYHVFHQWUDO
a growing recognition
well as our developed
that human health
communities.
As
VRXWKFHQWUDODQGVRXWKHDVWHUQ2KLR
and wellbeing, as
demand
increases
7KH$OOLDQFHLVGHGLFDWHGWRWKHFRQVHUYDWLRQDQG well as economic
and
clean
water
development
becomes scarcer, the VWHZDUGVKLSRIRXUODQGDQGZDWHUDVVXVWDLQDEOH
and growth in a
necessity to enhance QDWXUDOUHVRXUFHVWKDWDUHDQDVVHWDQGDOHJDF\
community
are
our
conservation
IRURXUFRPPXQLW\
directly related to
activities
to
ensure
the extent and quality of
the
availability
and
sustainability of this resource becomes more compelling. greenspace and natural areas.
The recent, distressing news of dead and dying mussels in
Clean water is a community amenity that we can all
Big Darby Creek, our National Scenic River, underscores believe in and work towards. Riparian corridors are key
this responsibility.
components of the natural infrastructure required to keep
Appalachia Ohio
Alliance
a non-profit regional
land conservancy
serving central and
southeastern Ohio

Free Food and Fun | Open to the Public
Entry Location: 27689 River Drive
Pickaway Township

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES
10:00 am: Interpretive Displays Open
11:00 am: Lunch
Free old-fashioned cookout
11:55 am: Dedication Celebration
12:15 pm: Visit the Sites
Tours, Interpretive Walks and Demonstrations
Join us to help celebrate while enjoying our
summer-time weather in a beautiful outdoor
setting. The Scioto River Flyway Open House
and other AOA events are free and open to the
public. This event will be held rain or shine.
Please come prepared and dress appropriately
for the weather and outdoor environment.
No pets please.

The Scioto River
Flyway
OPEN HOUSE AND DEDICATION
Pickaway County, Ohio
Saturday, June 18, 2016
10 am to 2 pm
Appalachia Ohio Alliance invites you to an Open House and Dedication
celebrating our newest preserves along the Scioto River. Four properties that
comprise a core component of our Scioto River Flyway Corridor Initiative will
be featured — Marsha Gunder Schneider Preserve, Kreisel Preserve, Cossin
Preserve and the Haddox Scippo Creek Corridor Preserve.
Take advantage of this first opportunity to visit and learn more about
these spectacular sites. Hear about site history, habitat, restoration plans and
community benefits.
Event activities and interpretive displays will be centered in the shady
bottomland forest and fields on the Marsha Gunder Schneider Preserve.
Representatives from a variety of collaborative organizations will provide
interpretive information and insights related to glacial-shaped geology and
geography, archaeology and native heritage, natural history, biological
significance and restoration plans, habitat conservation, wildlife, Scioto River
Flyway Corridor Initiative, local history and family heritage, farmland
preservation, and more.
We are grateful to our partner organizations for helping prepare and
present site information, including Pheasants Forever, Pickaway County
Historical Society, Ducks Unlimited, Pickaway County Park Board, ODNR,
Pickaway County Archaeological Group, Audubon, Ohio Wildlife Center,
National Wild Turkey Federation and many others.

RXUVWUHDPVÁRZLQJDQGFOHDQ7KH\OLQNFRPPXQLWLHVLQ
the watershed to each other as well as urban to suburban
to rural areas, and farms to consumers’ tables. Wherever
we live and work — houses, yards, schools, churches,
businesses, industries, streets, farms, et al. — we are all
connected to the hydrologic system and have a stake in
its wellbeing.
+HDOWK\ ULSDULDQ FRUULGRUV SURYLGH YDOXH DQG EHQHÀW
to the community in many ways. They are integral to
helping maintain water quality in our rivers and streams,
as well as our groundwater. Much of our native fauna and
ÁRUDUHO\RQKHDOWK\HFRV\VWHPVDQGKDELWDWSURYLGHGE\
connected, linear natural areas such as those along our

Appalachia Ohio Alliance
For more event information, visit our website at
www.appalachiaohioalliance.org

The Scioto River Flyway Open House and Dedication Flyer
and Information Page.
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Scioto River at Brad Schneiders.
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WATERSHED
waterways. Aquatic life depends on clean and abundant
water in our streams. Natural stream corridors provide
critical migratory pathways for many species including
VRQJELUGVZDWHUIRZOEDWVEXWWHUÁLHVDQGQDWLYHSODQWV
They provide travel corridors for wildlife such as turkeys,
pheasants and deer.

$TXDWLFOLIHGHSHQGVRQFOHDQDQG
DEXQGDQWZDWHULQRXUVWUHDPV

Forested riparian frontage shades and cools the stream
while reducing erosion, soil loss, and incising of the
stream channel. Leaves from these trees are the core
component of the food chain that nourishes and supports
DTXDWLF OLIH 1DWXUDO ERWWRPODQGV EXIIHU VWUHDPV ÀOWHU
contaminants and provide needed habitat. Functioning
ÁRRGSODLQV GHFUHDVH ÁRRGZDWHU OHYHOV DQG GRZQVWUHDP
impacts. Riparian wetlands increase groundwater
recharge and provide important habitat for a wide
variety of indigenous species, many which are in decline.
Adjacent uplands offer diversity of habitat important for
PDQ\VSHFLHVDVZHOODVDSODFHWRJRZKHQÁRRGZDWHUV
rise. Stream corridors provide recreational opportunities
IRUKXQWLQJÀVKLQJSDGGOLQJKLNLQJDQGRWKHURXWGRRU
pursuits.
AOA works to conserve and enhance our land and water
resources as sustainable assets for our community. In
2016 we:

Cackley with Beaver Dam.

6 Increased the conservation lands AOA stewards to
80 properties and over 8,500 acres. Secured funding for
numerous additional conservation transactions that are
in process.
6 Undertook expanded efforts to remove and control
invasive species on AOA preserves.
6 Utilized the board, staff and volunteers to monitor all
of our conservation properties.
6 Carried out a wide range of stewardship and
enhancement activities on AOA’s properties, in association
with community partners, friends and volunteers.
6 Expanded efforts to upgrade baseline site and species
data on our preserves.
6 Continued our commitment to the conservation of farm
and working lands. Participated in the Local Agriculture
Easement Protection Program (LAEPP), partnering with
Athens, Franklin, Hocking, Pickaway, Ross and Vinton
Counties.

Schneider Aerial Image.
www.ohiowea.org

Big Darby group looking at specimens.
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Of note, AOA acquired two properties that add to the
Scioto River Flyway Corridor, one of our primary strategic
conservation initiatives. These purchases were facilitated
by a grant from the Clean Ohio Fund Green Space
Conservation Program. The 55-acre George Andrew
Schneider Preserve, located off of Island Road just north
of Circleville in Pickaway County, was purchased from
Brad and Katie Schneider. Approximately 3,000 linear
feet of Scioto River riparian corridor frontage is protected
by this acquisition. This reach of the Scioto River is
designated as an Exceptional Warmwater Habitat that
LV KRPH WR D YDULHW\ RI VWDWHOLVWHG VSHFLHV 6LJQLÀFDQW
wetland areas are located on the tract. The property is
D IRUPHU DJULFXOWXUDO ÀHOG WKDW ZDV UHIRUHVWHG DERXW 
years ago. AOA will steward the site in a manner that
allows the young woodlands to mature into an old growth
bottomland forest, providing enhanced riparian buffer
and habitat. The property has been managed as a game
preserve and is rich in wildlife.

required for the sustainability of many of our native plant
and wildlife species. These properties protect, enhance
and buffer critically important riparian and wetland
systems — helping to safeguard the water quality of
Central Ohio.
AOA provides opportunities for members and the public
to participate in and learn more about our conservation
mission. We emphasize nature-based education that
features local lands and ecosystems, conveying an
HQKDQFHG XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI WKHLU VLJQLÀFDQFH DQG
relevance to our community. Our numerous programs
and events help build partnerships, provide outreach,
engage the community, provide hands-on learning and
stewardship experiences, and allow friends to visit the
lands they have helped to conserve – some of the most
beautiful places in our region.

A second property, the Haddox property, is located
along River Drive in the south-central portion of Pickaway
&RXQW\ $2$ SXUFKDVHG WKH ÁRRGSODLQ DUHD D DFUH
portion of the larger property owned by Mary Belle Haddox,
for riparian corridor protection and habitat connectivity.
Approximately 4,900 linear feet of riparian habitat on
both sides of Scippo Creek are protected through this
purchase. Mount Oval, a historic farm property owned
by the Pickaway County Historical Society borders the
northeast side of the Haddox site. Combined with the
Kreisel and Cossin purchases last year AOA has protected
a nearly continuous corridor along Scippo Creek between
the Scioto River and Mount Oval. Conservation of the
Haddox site and other neighboring tracts help to unite
fragmented land and create the larger blocks of habitat Sycamore at Steward.
For additional information on the Appaliachia Ohio Aliiance, visit our website at www.appalachiaohioalliance.org or email us
at aoalt@earthlink.net.
$SSDODFKLD2KLR$OOLDQFHō32%R[ō/RJDQ2+ō
Generous gifts from friends and supporters enabled the Appalachia Ohio Alliance to accomplish much. We are grateful for this
support, and for continued validation of our conservation mission.

Vernal Pool Monitoring.
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