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A Conservation Vision
AOA recently completed a strategic conservation planning process that culminated in our adoption
of a new conservation vision for Central and Southeastern Ohio. The primary component of this
vision is a modified geographic focus for our conservation mission. Going forward, AOA will
concentrate our efforts on a watershed-based service area with a principal focus on the Scioto and
Hocking Rivers, including their tributaries and watershed areas.
At its heart, our vision relies on landscape scale approaches to conservation which feature blocks
of habitat, and the establishment of connective corridors as an effective means of retaining and
restoring local ecosystems critical for the sustainability of native resident and migratory species.
In carrying out our conservation mission AOA will concentrate on the health and well being of
riparian and floodplain corridors along the Scioto and Hocking Rivers and their tributaries.
Continued on next page…

A Conservation Vision, Continued from Page 1
AOA’s work on fundamental components of our strategic vision is ongoing. Key elements include: building an inclusive coalition with
comparable and compatible organizations that can work collaboratively; engaging the community on our conservation lands; undertaking sound land stewardship and habitat restoration while demonstrating
sensible conservation principles and practices; providing outdoor nature-based
education and recreation opportunities; and procuring the resources required
to achieve our vision and the permanence of our accomplishments.
Join us in imagining river corridors consisting of a combination of public and
private lands permanently set aside and conserved for: water quality; sustainable natural resource use; native ecosystems and habitats that provide homes
for our indigenous plants and animals; and the public use and benefit of our
communities. Stay tuned as we endeavor to enhance and build on this vision in
the coming years.

�and �onservation
AOA Acquires Cornerstone Property for Scioto River Flyway Corridor
The Marsha Gunder Schneider Preserve is a key component of the Scioto River
Flyway Corridor Initiative, one of our primary strategic conservation objectives.
It is a cornerstone property that forms the foundation for AOA’s conservation
focus on the Scioto River-Scippo Creek confluence area. AOA recently purchased this property from Joe Schneider with OEPA WRRSP grant assistance
following more than two years of negotiations and fund processing.
Conservation of this and other neighboring tracts such as the Cossin and
Kreisel properties featured herein, help to defragment land and create the
larger blocks of habitat required for many of our native plant and wildlife
species. They protect, enhance and buffer critically important riparian and
wetland systems — safeguarding the water quality of Central Ohio.
The Preserve consists of an amazing 285-acre riverfront tract located along the bank of the Scioto River in south-central Pickaway
County. Approximately 9,600 linear feet of river frontage is conserved. The Scioto River along this reach is designated as an Exceptional
Warmwater Habitat that harbors a variety of State-listed species. The west side of the river is protected by two riparian conservation
easements. Five State-listed species (3 Threatened and 2 Endangered) are located on or buffered by this preserve.
The preserve includes a variety of wetland habitats that attain Category 3 status. Davenport Pond, a spring-fed oxbow lake, lies on
the eastern edge of the property. A tributary outfall of Davenport Pond, which follows an old river run, parallels the eastern property
boundary. Rehydration of portions of the site will increase wetlands to about 100 acres.
The Schneider property is a former agricultural field that was clear cut and farmed up to
the river’s edge, leaving only a few large trees on the river bank. Joe Schneider initiated
restoration of the property for a hunting preserve 20 years ago and has made impressive progress. Site restoration activities scheduled for next year will focus on reforesting
bottomland riparian corridors, reestablishing native grass and forb species, addressing
invasive species issues and enlarging and buffering wetland areas.

AOA Demonstration Site Expanded
AOA acquired a scenic 15-acre parcel from Clyde Gosnell that has been integrated into our Conservation Demonstration Site. It contains a mix of habitats including wetlands, ponds, springs, grassland prairie and upland forest. A
portion of the site features sandstone bluffs characteristic of Hocking Hills geologic formations. These are located on
the north-facing elevation of a prominent ridge that defines the south side of the Hocking River valley. An old river run
and associated wetland area lie at the foot of the slope. This property is a valuable addition to AOA’s Demonstration
Site and Hocking River Conservation Corridor.

�ands / �tewardship
AOA works to conserve and enhance our precious land and water
resources as sustainable assets for our community.
▪ Increased the conservation lands AOA stewards to 70 properties and over 8,100 acres. Secured funding for numerous
additional conservation transactions that are in process.
▪ Carried out numerous stewardship and enhancement activities
on AOA’s properties, in association with community partners,
friends and volunteers.
▪ Undertook expanded efforts to remove and control invasive
species on AOA preserves.
▪ Expanded efforts to upgrade baseline site and species data on
our preserves.
▪ Utilized the board, staff and volunteers to monitor all of our
conservation properties during the past 12 months.

▪ Continued our commitment to the conservation of farmlands.
Participated in the Local Agriculture Easement Protection
Program (LAEPP), partnering with Athens, Franklin, Hocking,
Pickaway, Ross and Vinton Counties. Secured LAEPP funds
for an agricultural easement on the Pat Barr Family farm in
Pickaway County.

Quiver Full Family Farm Conservation
James and Karin Barr operate a family farm where they practice sustainable
agriculture, and produce a variety of products such as eggs, beef, dairy,
honey, popcorn, fruit and vegetables. They sell their artisan quality goods to
many local customers as well as at the North Market in downtown Columbus.
AOA sponsored a Clean Ohio Local Agricultural Easement Purchase Program
grant through the Ohio Department of Agriculture to permanently conserve
the 92-acre farm site with an agricultural easement. Located east of
Ashville in Pickaway County, Quiver
Full Family Farm adjoins three other farms owned by members of the
Barr family who are working collaboratively to preserve the family farm
heritage. Nearly 370 acres of contiguous agricultural lands are being
conserved by the Barrs. James and his brother Dean are planning for the
future by mentoring James’ and Karin’s son, Tim, as a successor in the
family farming business.

�and �onservation
Scioto River Flyway Corridor Takes Shape with Property Acquisitions
AOA recently purchased several parcels totaling 210 acres, creating a block of
property at the confluence of Scippo Creek and the Scioto River that contributes
to our Scioto River Flyway Corridor Initiative. The 70-acre Kreisel Preserve
consists of a number of parcels purchased from Ed Kreisel. Several adjacent
tracts comprising 140 acres were purchased from Howard and Mae Cossin. Both
properties lie between Highway 23 and the Scioto River, just north of the Ross
County line in south-central Pickaway County.
The Kreisel and Cossin properties consist of a mix of river and stream frontage,
floodway, floodplain, wetland and adjacent terraces and upland areas —
including part of the west-facing slope of a large glacial moraine complex. They
help protect and conserve the extensive riparian corridor and wetland areas along the Scioto River and Scippo Creek, including a combined
5,100 linear feet of frontage on the east side of the Scioto River, 4,700 linear feet of frontage on each side of Scippo Creek (an OEPA
designated Exceptional Warmwater Habitat) and 1,225 linear feet of frontage on an unnamed tributary of the Scioto.
AOA will undertake a variety of site restoration activities to re-establish
native systems on these properties. Approximately 55 acres of agricultural
fields will be reforested and/or restored with native grasses. Cut-over
bottomland areas will be reforested through managed succession, which
has already begun. Long-term, all riparian corridors and floodplain areas
will be returned to historic bottomland forest habitat to arrest stream
bank erosion and protect and enhance water quality.

Bison Hollow Preserve Expanded
AOA recently purchased a spectacular 21-acre parcel that
expands our Bison Hollow Preserve south of Ash Cave on the
Hocking / Vinton County line. The Fought Preserve addition
features outstanding Hocking Hills terrain, including black-hand
sandstone bluffs and rock overhangs that form a narrow gorge
along the East Fork of Queer Creek.
AOA is very grateful to Steve Fought for entrusting us with the
long-term stewardship of his beloved piece of the Hocking Hills.

Steve discusses his love of the property in a stirring testimonial
recounting his search for this special landscape and his strong
feelings of attachment. "I decided to sell the property to AOA
because I love it so much."
His desire to permanently preserve this unique Ohio landscape
and the angst he experienced in deciding to sell it to AOA are
revealed in his poignant words. Read Steve's moving testimonial
on AOA's website.
Please plan to join us next time we hike Bison Hollow Preserve
and view this extraordinarily scenic property.

�ithout the conservation efforts of the �ppalachia
�hio �lliance, spectacular properties like the
�ought �reserve are at risk — their natural beauty
and distinctive features permanently lost. �e are
grateful for the support and assistance of our friends
who helped us protect this and other sites like it.

AOA Conserves First Big Darby Creek Property
AOA celebrated Earth Day this year by purchasing our first parcel of land along Big Darby Creek! This gorgeous 119-acre site consists
of bottomlands and an upland forested ridge and bluff adjacent to the Big Darby, just north of Darbyville in Pickaway County.
Approximately 3,500 linear feet of natural river frontage along the Big Darby is
now protected. This property conserves natural habitat for numerous species,
including a variety of bats, mussels and fish that have been identified as rare or
endangered.
We are very grateful to Les and Ethel Cline for their commitment to land and
water conservation along Big Darby Creek and for donating a portion of this
valuable property to
AOA. This purchase was
facilitated by a grant from
the Clean Ohio Fund
Green Space Conservation
Program. Long-term plans envision returning much of the current bottomland
fields on the site to floodplain forest to protect the riparian areas and water
quality. Grassland savannahs will be established on some upland portions of the
property, providing a rich diversity of habitat.
AOA is collaborating with several compatible
organizations to help conserve riparian lands
in the Big Darby Creek corridor to protect water quality and habitat in this important and valuable
river watershed and flyway corridor. Big Darby Creek is both a state and nationally designated scenic
river recognized for its high water quality and biological diversity. It is considered “one of Ohio’s most
valued natural resources” and one of the top streams in biological quality in the Midwest.

Generous gifts from friends and supporters enabled the Appalachia Ohio Alliance
to accomplish much in 2015. We are grateful for this support, and for continued
validation of our conservation mission.

�rganizational �dvancement
As AOA grows and evolves we are striving to strengthen our
organizational capacity to better achieve our mission goals.
In 2015 we:

▪ Continued enhancement and expansion of our community
outreach through mailings, website, email newssharing and
FaceBook presence.

▪ Employed a full-time office manager to enhance our administrative and organizational capacity.

▪ Sent Board and staff to the Coalition of Ohio Land Trusts
conference and numerous other workshops and webinars
to enhance our conservation knowledge and build stronger
relationships within the Ohio conservation community. Our
Director participated in the national Land Trust Alliance Rally,
gaining valuable learning, training and skills.

▪ Added a part-time Stewardship Coordinator to assist with our
growing property restoration and stewardship responsibilities.
▪ Received a range of technical support and assistance from the
Land Trust Alliance on organizational and conservation issues.

AOA continues to pursue the resources and support needed
to carry out our valuable and worthy conservation work. For
every $1 donated, AOA is able to protect over $20 worth of
land and water resources.
Grants. AOA was fortunate to receive numerous grants this year
to support our conservation, stewardship, education and outreach
activities. We procured over $4.4 million in grants from public and
private sector organizations and agencies, helping to maximize the
return on our donors' investments in our conservation work.
Membership. The second year of our membership program saw an
upsurge as many AOA friends become supporting members.
Donors. AOA was fortunate to receive many generous gifts this
past year including several very impactful contributions:

The Big Give

▪ A couple of major gifts to help fund new land and water
conservation projects in Southeastern Ohio.

AOA participated in The Columbus
Foundation’s The Big Give for the first
time, raising funds to help facilitate the
purchase and restoration of the Utzinger Bog property in Franklin County.

▪ Several donations for land stewardship and conservation defense.
▪ A major donation from a board member for organization
capacity.

�utreach and �ngagement

AOA provides opportunities for members and the public to participate in and learn more about our conservation mission.
We emphasize nature-based education that features local lands and ecosystems, conveying an enhanced understanding of
their significance and relevance to our community. Our numerous programs and events help build partnerships, provide
outreach, engage the community, provide hands-on learning and stewardship experiences, and allow friends to visit the
lands they have helped to conserve – some of the most beautiful places in our region.

Our 2015 outreach program consisted of 22 events, providing a wide range of primarily outdoor activities
including several naturalist-guided field trips: a Vernal Pool Hike at Trimble Community Forest led by Rural
Action, a Prairie Butterfly Walk, and visits to several AOA properties: Kleinmaier State Nature Preserve,
Mercer Woods and Cackley Swamp.
▪ Other events featured a Native Medicinal Plant Walk, a Hocking River Float and
Mussel Survey sponsored by Fox’s Hocking Hills Canoe Livery, and a Deep Forest
Hike in partnership with Crane Hollow Preserve.
▪ Stewardship-based events included the Trimble Community Forest Clean-up in
partnership with Appalachia Ohio Zero Waste Initiative, a tree planting at our
Earthtouch Preserve, and several invasive removal and clean up events at AOA properties.
▪ A Trail Building Workshop and workday led by the Buckeye Trail Association at the Demonstration Site
focused on rock use in trail building while helping to construct an interpretive trail.
▪ Other workshops included a Bluebird Nest Box Construction, Beaver Hypothesis Program,
Wooly Adelgid Seminar with ODNR DNAP, OSU Extension and Hocking Soil and Water, and
a Bird Habitat and Nest Box Workshop, in collaboration with Columbus Audubon.
▪ In cooperation with the founding host Gosnell and Davidson families, AOA sponsored the
33nd annual Trillium Festival at Mathias Grove during the Spring wildflower season.
▪ In all, our programs and events during the past year attracted over 750 participants, inspired
by AOA's conservation work and the beauty of our special landscapes.

2015 AOA Conservation Awards
AOA honored two worthy individuals with Conservation Achievement Awards. This award recognizes exemplary dedication, commitment and achievement in the field of conservation. Rosemary Joyce
was recognized for many contributions
to conservation, especially her vision and
efforts to found and lead AOA. The Joyces
donated an easement to conserve their
Hocking Hills farm and natural area, the first
private land protected in Hocking County.

Giants in the Forest
Jim Davidson and Paul Knoop, AOA Mercer Woods Hike

�nd �ore...
▪ AOA’s Holiday Card program provides opportunities to “give a gift
of conservation” while supporting AOA’s mission and promoting
local conservation. Our 2015 card
featured a “Morning Snowfall on
Queer Creek” in AOA’s Bison
Hollow Preserve.
▪ AOA’s Steve Goodwin was recognized with the Wildlife Conservation
Award from the League of Ohio
Sportsmen.
▪ AOA’s Annual Dinner, A Conservation Vision, held at
Hocking Hills State Park Lodge, brought together nearly 120
friends and supporters to celebrate our numerous land and
water conservation and stewardship successes this past year.

Neal Hess was recognized for his role in
helping to negotiate and acquire a number of
important properties for AOA, including several properties that are part of our Scioto River
Flyway Corridor that we recently purchased.
AOA bestowed our Conservation Partnership Award on two valuable partners. Pheasants Forever, Deer Creek Chapter has taken
a leading role in AOA’s Scioto River
Flyway Corridor Initiative. They have
collaborated in many aspects of our
conservation work, property acquisition, land stewardship and events.
The Ohio Valley Conservation
Coalition (OVCC) is a sister land trust
based in Jackson. OVCC recently took
a lead role in procuring grant funds
and acquiring two properties being
donated to AOA. Both of these
tracts helped to expand and buffer
AOA’s Cackley Swamp Preserve in
Jackson County.
Jerry Greer, a fixture at AOA’s
stewardship events, was presented
with the well-deserved Conservation
Volunteer Award in appreciation for
his long-time participation and many
volunteer contributions.
Founder, former board member and
conservationist Paul Knoop (pictured
at upper left) was recognized for
becoming AOA’s first Honorary Board
Member. Paul will continue to provide the visionary and strategic
leadership required as AOA matures as an organization.

The Appalachia Ohio Alliance (AOA) is a regional non-profit land conservancy
that serves central, south central and southeastern Ohio. The Alliance is dedicated
to the conservation and stewardship of our land and water as sustainable natural resources
that are an asset and a legacy for our community.
Appalachia Ohio Alliance ▪  P.O. Box 1151 ▪ Logan, OH 43138-4151 ▪ www.appalachiaohioalliance.org

