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Getting Conservation Done
Partnerships and Collaborations
Many people and groups share AOA’s interest in land and water conservation. Our numerous conservation
achievements would not be possible without the collaboration and partnership of comparable and
compatible organizations, as well as private property owners interested in selling and/or donating their
lands for conservation purposes. Development and fragmentation of our land resources continues to
threaten water and habitat quality, as well as eliminate the natural area homes and breeding areas
required by the wild and native inhabitants with whom we share space. Collaborative action is the only
effective means of addressing the considerable, outstanding conservation needs.
Continued on next page
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Jeff Johnson, Chief, ODNR DNAP, our Annual Dinner speaker this
year, discussed a number of partnerships and collaborations with
AOA. These include the conservation of properties that provide
homes for some very rare and endangered Ohio species — a couple
of which are found in only one or two locations in the state.

with more than 40 public, nonprofit, community and private
groups as well as hundreds of property owners, resulting
in numerous conservation achievements. Many of these
accomplishments could not have occurred without joint efforts.
As we continue to pursue our land and water conservation
mission, we seek to engage more groups aligned with our
conservation objectives.

With the dramatic growth projected for the Central Ohio
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Hintz Hollow, shown in cover
photograph, is one such site. This
property was identified by DNAP staff
as a conservation priority over 12 years
ago. Thanks to the long-term efforts
of AOA, ODNR and the Hintz family,
and Clean Ohio Program funding,
this site was finally conserved in the
past year. In addition to the large
stands of the state threatened native
Rhododendron, a recent plant survey
of the site identified a species of moss
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In addition to ODNR, AOA has partnered and/or collaborated

wellness and outdoor experiences of an urbanizing Central Ohio.

�and �onservation
Cackley Swamp Preserve Expanded
AOA added two properties to our Cackley Swamp Preserve — the
16-acre Walker parcel and a 2-acre tract from the Carmon family.
These additions adjoin the existing Cackley Preserve, bringing the
total contiguous lands protected by this preserve to 490 acres.
Located near Oak Hill in Jackson County, Cackley Swamp is a
Category 3 wetland that is the largest of seven relict Teay’s River
Valley wetlands. The Walker Tract protects valuable swamp habitat
while the Carmon property is part of extensive wetland recovery
and restoration activities being performed by AOA at Cackley.

Darby Creek Conservation Corridor Initiative

Al and Betty Altfater, AOA’s
hardworking President and first lady,
take a moment to relax in the
embrace of an ancient Sycamore
along the banks of Big Darby Creek,
on the recently acquired Igel Preserve.

Three New Properties and 194 Acres Preserved on Big Darby
AOA was fortunate to be able to add three new riparian properties to our Big Darby Creek Conservation Corridor. The 55-acre
Wildasinn Preserve was purchased from the Willoughby family. Located on a high bluff across from the Ohio Correctional Center in
Orient, this property contains 2,100 linear feet of riparian corridor and areas of mature woodland. The Wildasinn site included the
former Willoughby family home and an old, abandoned mobile home park, both of which have been removed.
A short distance downstream, AOA purchased a 99-acre parcel from George J. Igel & Company, a well-known
Columbus-based construction company. This site preserves 1,450 linear feet of Big Darby Creek frontage. It also
protects 1,800 linear feet along a secondary stream channel and 1,400 linear feet of headwater tributary. The
bottomland areas are heavily forested with mature sycamore and swamp white oak. Two houses on the property
were donated to AOA. Upstream, AOA also purchased the Big Darby Oaks Preserve, a 40-acre property on a
high bluff along the Big Darby from the Maxwell family. Located in Madison County, this largely forested site is
adjacent to Prairie Oaks Metro Park (opposite streambank) and protects 1,200 linear feet of riparian corridor.
These three properties help protect numerous threatened aquatic species living in Big Darby Creek, a National
and State designated Scenic River that is recognized as one of the most biologically diverse waterways in the
Midwest. A high priority conservation area for AOA, we have now preserved over 965 acres along Big Darby
Creek with another 405 acres in process. These properties contribute to AOA’s efforts to preserve riparian
properties and to create a continuous corridor of connected conservation lands to safeguard water quality, natural habitat for native
species and the scenic qualities of Big Darby Creek.

AOA Conserves Two Pickaway County Farms with Agricultural Easements
AOA has worked with the Barr family for several years to conserve their four adjoining family farms in
Pickaway County. Recently, we were able to record an agricultural easement funded through the Ohio
Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Easement Purchase Program on the fourth and last farm. The
protection of this 68-acre site, owned by Dean and Pat Barr, completes protection for the Barr’s 370acre grass-fed, sustainably raised cattle operation. When combined with the Barr’s adjacent Snake Den
Mounds native heritage site, the family has preserved 387 acres through five conservation easements.
AOA worked with Arnie and Diane Gabriel to conserve their 232-acre family farm in south-central Pickaway County. The Ohio
Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Easement will provide permanent protection of the farm land from development and
subdivision, allowing agriculture and forestry to continue in perpetuity. The Gabriel’s maintain 30 acres of the farm in conservation
programs including pollinator habitat and riparian protection for headwater streams of Congo Creek, a Scioto River tributary.

�and �onservation
AOA works to conserve land and water resources as sustainable assets for our community. In 2019
AOA increased the conservation lands we steward to 125 properties and over 12,000 acres.
We secured funding for numerous additional conservation transactions that are in process.

Sanctuaries for Endangered Bats
Created in Paint Creek Corridor
AOA purchased four new properties conserving 665 acres as
part of our bat protection and Paint Creek Corridor Conservation
Initiatives. The 323-acre Highland Bat Sanctuary was acquired
from the Roberts Family Trust as part of a collaboration with
ODOT and EnviroScience to conserve habitat for rare bats, and
particularly endangered Indiana bats which were identified using
this site. Located in Highland County just south of Hillsboro and
the South Fork of Rocky Fork Creek, this property includes a
combination of mature forest and new prairie, with over 15,000
linear feet of primary headwater streams.
Two nearby properties were acquired to expand the bat habitat
protected in the Highland Bat Sanctuary — a 75-acre parcel from
the Miller family and an adjacent 62-acre parcel from the Garman
family. These
properties include
a mix of forest and
prairie habitats and
nearly 1.2 miles of
riparian corridor
along the South
Fork of Rocky Fork
Creek. Former
agricultural fields

Paint Creek Conservation Corridor Initiative
on these properties have been restored to native prairie with
some tree planting to help re-establish the original forest cover.
In addition, a 205-acre parcel along Paint Creek in Ross County
purchased from the Henson family provides outstanding
conservation benefits. The site protects over 2,600 linear feet
of riparian corridor along a stretch of Paint Creek designated
an Exceptional Warmwater Habitat stream and
Outstanding State Waters. This site also provides
critical scenic viewshed protection for the Seip
Earthworks, helping to preserve the natural and
cultural landscapes that characterize the site
and contribute to interpretation of this property,
a World Heritage Site candidate, and an Ohio
archaeological treasure

Hocking Hills Conservation Grows
AOA’s commitment to conservation in the Hocking Hills continues
with the addition of a key preserve and three conservation
easements. AOA worked with members of the Hintz family for
nearly 10 years to complete protection of the beautiful Hintz
family farm on the northern edge of the unglaciated Hocking
Hills region in southern Fairfield County. The 196-acre core of the
farm was acquired by AOA while two adjacent 15-acre parcels
were protected through conservation
easements, creating a 226-acre block of
contiguous Hocking Hills habitat. Hintz
Hollow properties contain a variety of
unique and important geologic and
natural features that contribute to the
state’s natural heritage.
The site features a forested box canyon
ringed with spectacular, high Blackhand
sandstone bluffs characteristic of the
Hocking Hills, and includes a listed natural stone arch. It is home to
one of the largest populations of a state listed threatened species,
the Great Rhododendron, a pre-glacial remnant species found
along the sandstone outcrops in thick masses. The eastern portion
of the property lies within the floodplain of the Hocking River,

Great Rhododendron

Greater Hocking Hills Conservation Initiative
furnishing valuable riparian and water quality benefits. Hintz
Hollow provides another treasured preserve that contributes to
AOA’s Hocking River Conservation Corridor Initiative.
AOA collaborated with property owner Brian Blair to protect the
36-acre Sudlow-Lee site in southeastern Hocking County with
a conservation easement. Conservation of this forested parcel
will infill gaps in protected land areas within the proclamation
boundary of the Wayne National Forest, which surrounds the
property on three sides.

�tewardship

Rock Spikemoss

AOA seeks to enhance the natural qualities of existing habitats and to restore and/or re-establish
healthy ecosystems focusing on native plants. As once common species become rare, and rare
species endangered, it is critically important that we provide homes for these species.
AOA works to enhance our land and water resources as
sustainable assets for our community. In 2019 we:
▪ Carried out a wide range of stewardship and enhancement
activities on AOA’s properties in association with community
partners, friends and volunteers.
▪ Utilized the board, staff and volunteers to monitor all of our
conservation properties.

▪ Sponsored numerous work days and utilized staff to remove and
control invasive species such as Japanese honeysuckle and garlic
mustard on AOA preserves.
▪ Identified new plant species on AOA preserves as part of site
resource surveys — including several orchids and the rare rock
spikemoss (pictured above), thought to have been extirpated in
Ohio.
▪ Demolished several dilapidated structures and removed trash piles.

Generous gifts from friends and supporters enabled the Appalachia Ohio Alliance
to accomplish much in 2019. We are grateful for this support, and for continued
validation of our conservation mission.

�rganizational �nhancement
As AOA continues to grow and evolve we are striving to
strengthen our organizational capacity to better achieve
our conservation mission goals. In 2019 we:
▪ Added a part-time stewardship technician to assist our
Stewardship Director.

AOA continues to pursue the resources and support
needed to carry out our valuable and worthy conservation
work. For every $1 donated, AOA is able to protect over
$20 worth of land and water resources.
Grants. AOA was fortunate to receive numerous grants this year
to support our conservation, stewardship, education and outreach
activities. We procured nearly $8 million in grants from public and
non-profit sector organizations, helping to maximize the return on
our donor’s investments in our conservation work.
Community Foundations. AOA opened new endowed funds at
the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio and the Marion Community
Foundation to help assure long-term permanence of our
achievements.
Donors. AOA was fortunate to receive many generous gifts this past
year including several significant donations for land conservation
and long-term property stewardship and conservation defense.
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Bruce Wunderlich (page 8); and AOA Board and Staff.

▪ Sent board and staff members to participate in a variety of
Ohio and national land trust seminars and conferences as part
of our efforts to build stronger leadership and organizational
sustainability. The national Land Trust Alliance Rally provided
valuable learning and training for staff members in land trust
standards and practices.

�ut re a ch an d �ng age m e n t

AOA provides opportunities for members and the public to participate in and learn more about our conservation
mission. We emphasize nature-based education that features conserved lands and local ecosystems, conveying an
enhanced understanding of their significance and relevance to our community. Our numerous programs and events help
build partnerships, provide outreach, engage the community, provide hands-on learning and stewardship experiences,
and allow friends to visit the lands they have helped to conserve — some of the most beautiful places in our region.

Our 2019 education and outreach program consisted of 20 events, providing a wide range of outdoor activities including naturalistguided field trips to AOA conserved properties, workshops and programs. In addition we undertook a variety of stewardship-based
events focusing on restoration and enhancement of AOA preserves. In all, our programs and events during the past year attracted
over 700 participants, inspired by AOA’s conservation work and the beauty of our special landscapes.

2019 AOA Conservation Awards

At Bison Hollow Preserve

AOA’s Conservation Achievement
Award recognizes exemplary
dedication, commitment and
achievement in the field of
conservation. Jim Davidson was
honored for his many years of
dedication and service to AOA and central Ohio conservation. Jim
was one of the original AOA
founders and has assisted
with the conservation of
numerous AOA properties. Russ

�nd �ore...

Scholl was recognized for his
long record of conservation
leadership with ODNR Division
of Wildlife, then as a valued AOA
board member. Russ organized and
led AOA’s easement monitoring
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Counties. AOA is fortunate
to have many volunteers who
assist our mission efforts.
We presented Conservation

conservation achievement.
Our featured speaker, Jeff
Johnson, Chief, ODNR,
DNAP, spoke about the
importance of conservation collaborations between ODNR
and AOA over many years. He also announced the planned
dedication of AOA’s Bison Hollow Preserve as a designated
state nature preserve.

Volunteer
Awards to several volunteers who have made
special contributions: Melissa Krygier, for her
fabulous images and tireless efforts to photograph
AOA’s many preserves, habitats and species; and
Chris Donaldson and Chuck Moore, for their
efforts to monitor and maintain bluebird boxes on
several AOA preserves in Hocking County.

The Appalachia Ohio Alliance is a regional non-proﬁt
land conservancy that serves central, south-central and southeastern Ohio.
The Alliance is dedicated to the conservation and stewardship of our
land and water as sustainable natural resources that are an
asset and a legacy for our community.
Appalachia Ohio Alliance ▪ P.O. Box 1151 ▪ Logan, OH 43138-4151 ▪ www.appalachiaohioalliance.org

