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Hocking Hills — A Special Ohio Place
AOA’s Hocking Hills Conservation Initiative Going Strong After 19 Years
Most of us would agree that the Hocking Hills is a special place — one of the crown jewels of Ohio’s many
wonderful natural area resources. As the top tourist destination and premiere outdoor recreation area in the
state the Hocking Hills has never been more popular, with visitation numbers — estimated to be 5,000,000
people per year — that exceed those of most national parks.
The seemingly continuous growth of the eco-tourism based local economy relies on the many unique natural
qualities that endow the Hocking Hills with its attractiveness and character — highlighted by the geography of
the unglaciated hills and narrow stream valleys; scenic, unspoiled natural and rural landscapes; rich, forested
habitats; and of course, the many naturally sculpted Black Hand sandstone features.
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Hocking Hills Conservation
Continued from Cover
Impacts from excessive development, land fragmentation, habitat
degradation, limitations on state park size and capacity, crowding
and overuse of state parks and amenities, et al., endanger the
erosion of the special features and natural and scenic assets that
are so valued and that contribute to making the Hocking Hills an
exceptional and appealing destination.
The “diamond” quality natural sites in the Hocking Hills have
been successfully protected through a network of State Park
and Natural Area designations. However, ODNR alone cannot
be everywhere and do everything. Many exceptional ruby and
emerald quality resource gems such as Bison Hollow, Mathias
Grove and Crane Hollow, to name a few, were left unprotected,
vulnerable and inaccessible.
Our collaborative efforts to protect key natural features and
landscapes that complement Ohio’s priceless State parks - which
underpin and contribute to the popularity and sustainability
of the Hocking Hills as one of Ohio’s finest natural assets and
most popular tourism destination - is an important and worthy
conservation goal.
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Although AOA is working on many conservation initiatives
throughout the central and south-central Ohio region, we have
a long-term presence and investment in the conservation of
the Greater Hocking Hills landscapes which dates to our first
conservation easement in 2002. As noted in the graphic above,
AOA will soon surpass 85 properties and over 5,000 acres of
conserved lands in the Hocking Hills.
AOA will continue to prioritize projects that achieve strategic
conservation mission objectives such as: protecting valuable
natural sites and habitats; infilling, connecting and buffering
state parks and natural areas in the heart of the Hocking Hills
recreation and tourism areas; creating continuous habitat
corridors that link existing public and private conservation
lands; protecting crucial riparian corridors and watersheds to
protect water quality in principal streams; and providing publicly
accessible outdoor recreational sites to supplement and help
relieve the visitation pressures on state parks.
While AOA has achieved many successes there is much conservation left to accomplish to sufficiently protect the natural heritage
and resources so precious to the Hocking Hills region, creating a
legacy for the continued benefit and enjoyment of us all.

Three New Conservation Easements in the Hocking Hills
AOA added three new conservation easements to properties in the Hocking Hills, protecting an
additional 165 acres. A 82-acre easement was placed on Russ and Sandy Scholl’s property along
Panther Road in Wildcat Hollow to protect a mature upland forest and sandstone outcrops. The
23‑acre easement on the Toad Run property owned by Forest Conservancy Limited protects a
valuable riparian corridor and wetland area along Laurel Run, an important Hocking County stream
in the Salt Creek and Scioto River watersheds.
AOA was able to work with Kurt and Shelly Zeisler to protect the old Nichols property which is
adjacent to an existing conservation easement on their farm. The newly protected 60-acre site
contains spectacular Hocking Hills features which include a Black Hand sandstone stream gorge and
high waterfall along a headwater tributary of Laurel Run, as well as mature upland and hemlock
forests and native American habitation sites.

Darby Creek Conservation Corridor Initiative

Four New Properties and 475 Acres Preserved on Big Darby
Four Pickaway County properties were added to AOA’s Big Darby Creek Conservation Corridor. Big Darby Creek is a National and State
designated Scenic River that is recognized as one of the most biologically diverse waterways in the Midwest.
A 68-acre parcel located on the west side of the river between Circleville and Darbyville, was purchased from the Lamb family. Over
2,300 linear feet of riparian corridor along Big Darby and another 2,400 linear feet of tributary stream were protected. This largely
forested site is located on a high bluff along the river with spectacular wildflower covered slopes and bottoms each spring.
Properties on the opposing east and west banks of the Big Darby between Darbyville and Orient were acquired from
the Carter-Hill (144 acres) and the Writsel families, respectively. The Carter-Hill property will protect 1,785 linear feet
of riparian corridor along the west bank of the Big Darby and 3,700 linear feet of Greenbrier Creek. The Writsel site
protects 7,400 linear feet of the east bank of the Big Darby and 1,300 linear feet of tributary stream.
AOA also acquired a critical 144-acre property at the Confluence of Big Darby Creek and the Scioto River from
The Duroc Trust. Located on the northwestern corner of the confluence, this 144 acre property protects riparian corridors along both
the Big Darby (3,800 linear feet) and Scioto (2,750 linear feet).
AOA is presently working to preserve and restore bottomland forest habitat to the Big Darby floodplains on these sites. They are part
of our efforts to conserve riparian corridors that are home to numerous species of listed, threatened and/or endangered freshwater fish
and mussels, and well as to provide forest habitat suitable for endangered Indiana Bats which have maternity trees in these areas.
AOA has now preserved over 1,300 acres along the Big Darby during the last six years.

Hocking River Conservation Corridor Grows with Eight Exceptional Additions
The Hocking River Conservation Corridor is an important component of AOA’s Greater Hocking Hills Conservation Initiative which
focuses on the conservation of riparian corridors and scenic vistas in the Hocking River valley — the primary access route and gateway
into the Hocking Hills eco-region and popular recreation and tourism facilities and amenities.
AOA is working to help protect water quality, enhance wildlife habitat, create protected, natural wildlife corridors, preserve local
heritage and culture, retain scenic character and views, and increase outdoor, nature-based recreational, eco-tourism and educational
opportunities for the community. We have recently added eight important new properties totaling 400 acres, increasing our
conservation within the corridor to 32 properties and over 1,100 acres. The new properties contribute to the conservation values in the
corridor protecting a wide range of worthy features and habitats.

�and �onservation
AOA works to conserve land and water resources as sustainable assets for our community. In 20202021 AOA increased the conservation lands we steward to 153 properties and over 14,000 acres.
We secured funding for numerous additional conservation transactions that are in process.

Three Outstanding New Additions
AOA was able to add three exceptional new properties to the
Hocking River Corridor: Bonnoront Canyon (28 acres), Stone
Canyon (146 acres) and Scott Creek (85 acres). The Bonnoront
property expands AOA’s Conservation Demonstration Site
properties in Rockbridge. It features a short box end canyon
with high Black Hand
sandstone walls.
The site is covered
with mature mixed
hardwood–hemlock
forest with wildflower
covered slopes. A
modest 19th century
sandstone quarry is
cut into one of the
hillsides. Sheer rock walls and mining activity remnants are a
reminder of the area’s industrial and cultural heritage.
Stone Canyon is aptly named, containing ~1.3 miles in linear
length of stone outcrops lining a deep box end canyon, some of
which are 150 feet high. Located in southern Fairfield County
at the extreme northern extent of the unglaciated hills, local
geology and geography have combined to create unique habitats
and plant niches in this portion of the Hocking River valley and
the Hocking Hills. Stone Canyon is home to one of the largest
stands of the Great Rhododendron, a state-listed species, in the
State of Ohio, which are found along the foot of the sandstone
outcrops in thick masses.

Scott Run Preserve is located within the City limits of Logan and
protects the floodplains at the confluence of three waterways —
Hocking River, Scott Creek and Clear Fork — as well as the wellhead protection zone for the City’s public water supply. It lies in
a narrow stream valley lined by forested ridges and features a
scenic Black Hand sandstone waterfall in Scott Creek.

Rohr Site Preserves Sandstone Quarry

Misty Valley Preserves Expanded
Protection of Misty Valley improved significantly with AOA’s
purchase of the Elick Farm (33 acres) and the Williams and
Buckeye-Sullivan properties (16 and 20 acres respectively). These
sites supplement AOA’s
adjacent Mercer Woods
Old Growth Forest Preserve
(112 acres) and Mercer
Easement (3 acres). They
consist primarily of mature
forest covered hills and a
bottomland pasture that will
be restored to forest habitat. Hemlock forest communities are
located on all three of the new properties.
Over 2,300 linear feet of primary headwater tributary streams
of the nearby Hocking River were protected. The Elick property
connects Misty Valley to the historic Hocking Canal corridor leased
by AOA from ODNR, that is part of our Hocking Canal Heritage
Trail that incorporates remnant canal features.

Bison Hollow Preserve Grows
AOA purchased several properties totaling 243 acres to expand
our spectacular Bison Hollow Preserve — Corby parcels (180 acres),
LJW parcel (40 acres) and the Russell parcel (23 acres). These sites
expand and supplement the existing Preserve, bringing the total
area protected to over 660 acres. Located south of Ash Cave,
Bison Hollow straddles the Hocking–Vinton County line and is an
important component of our Greater Hocking Hills Conservation
Initiative.
Bison Hollow is centered on protection of the East Fork of
Queer Creek, a Coldwater Habitat aquatic system designated
Outstanding State Waters, the highest classification in Ohio. The
central feature is a narrow, steep-walled Black Hand Sandstone
gorge with numerous picturesque rock outcrops and waterfalls.
Both the Corby and Russell properties were critical infill sites to
assure protection of the core gorge and stream corridor.

The 40-acre C. Rohr property preserves numerous habitat and heritage
features. This property was the former site of the
Sharp & Crook Quarries, one of the two largest
Black Hand Sandstone quarries in the Hocking
River Valley. Sheer stone walls left from quarry
activity are visible throughout the site which is now
covered with mature forest. The Rohr property
protects
part of
the old
Hocking
Canal
prism and riparian area along
the Hocking River.

MWE Wetland and Canal Preserved
The MWE property was conserved as a wetland mitigation site for
a Columbia Gas pipeline project. This 28-acre site includes many
interesting features packed into a modestly-sized area. There are a
variety of diverse habitats — bottomland forest, forested and prairie
wetlands, and areas of mature
upland forest on a pair of steep
hillsides facing the Hocking River.
Scenic outcrops of Black Hand
sandstone define the edges of one
of the hills. A beautiful, spring-fed
Category 3 wetland covers much
of the site, stretching along a section of the old Hocking Canal. Canal
Lock No. 11 lies camouflaged in deep forest cover.

Combined, the new properties protect over 3.200 linear feet of
riparian corridor along the East Fork of Queer Creek and 12,200
linear feet of primary headwater stream tributary. The new sites
are covered with mature mixed hardwood and hemlock forests.
The Russell family generously donated two family cabins to AOA
that will be converted into vacation rentals.

Scioto River Flyway Corridor Initiative
AOA continues ongoing and highly successful effort of protecting and
restoring the Lower Scioto River and its tributaries.

Walnut Creek Conservation
AOA purchased a 37-acre parcel along Walnut Creek from Jim and Lyda Cook as part of our Scioto River Flyway
Corridor Initiative. This site is located just upstream from the confluence with the Scioto River and includes 2,700
linear feet of riparian frontage along Walnut Creek. A patch of mature bottomland forest protects the riparian
corridor and water quality.

�and �onservation
Utzinger Bog Preserve Expanded
An adjacent 6-acre parcel was purchased by AOA to expand
Utzinger Bog Preserve in Franklin County, increasing the overall
size to 91 acres. The new addition infills a critical portion of the
watershed for the bogs, securing virtually all of the northern section
of the watershed within the Preserve, providing protection of the
water source and quality. Agricultural fields on the new property
will be restored to upland forest habitat to help buffer the site
and the wetland areas from adjacent residential land uses which
surround the preserve on all sides.

Scioto Bend Property Conserved
AOA was able to purchase a large 309-acre parcel located on a
large bend in the river channel adjacent to Circleville. Conservation
of this property protected 13,880 linear feet (2.62 miles) of Scioto
mainstem river frontage, designated as Superior High Quality
Waters by the State. A 50-acre island is included with the parcel.
Impairments from detrimental uses such as clearcutting, cattle
grazing and loss of wetlands will be remediated through an
extensive site restoration program.

Salt Creek Narrows Conservation
AOA purchased two parcels comprising 77 acres from the Riddle family which protects 2,260 linear feet of
Salt Creek riparian corridor in Vinton County. The Dale Riddle Preserve lies within the Salt Creek “Narrows,” a
unique glacial driven geologic “stream reversal” in the southern Hocking Hills which features a narrow stream
valley with high, steep slopes. Salt Creek is designated as an Exceptional Warmwater Habitat (EWH) Superior
High Quality Waters Stream along this reach. It is an aesthetically beautiful and ecologically rich area that is
home to several endangered species that is very worthy of conservation.

�rganizational �nhancement
Generous gifts from friends and supporters enabled the Appalachia Ohio Alliance to accomplish much in 2021.
We are grateful for this support, and for continued validation of our conservation mission.

AOA continues to pursue the resources and support
needed to carry out our valuable and worthy conservation
work. For every $1 donated to AOA, we are able to protect
over $20 worth of land and water resources.
Grants. AOA was fortunate to receive numerous grants this past
two years to support our conservation, stewardship, education
and outreach activities. We procured nearly $13 million in grants
from public sector organizations, helping to maximize the return
on our donor’s investments in our conservation work.
Community Foundations. AOA opened several new endowed
funds at Community Foundations in our service area. AOA now
has eight Organization Endowment Funds at local Community
Foundations that support the sustainability of our conservation,
stewardship and defense missions.

Donations. AOA was fortunate to receive many generous
gifts this past year including several significant donations for
land conservation and long-term property stewardship and
conservation defense.
As AOA continues to grow and evolve we are striving to
strengthen our organizational capacity to better achieve our
conservation mission goals. In 2021 we:
▪ Added a full-time stewardship / administrative staff member.
▪ Participated in a variety of Ohio and national land trust seminars
and conferences as part of our efforts to build stronger
leadership and organizational sustainability.
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The Big Give
AOA participated in The Columbus Foundation’s 2020 The Big Give, raising
funds to help facilitate our Big Darby Creek Conservation Corridor Initiative.

AOA seeks to enhance the natural qualities of existing habitats and to restore and/or
re-establish healthy ecosystems focusing on native plants. As once common species become
rare, and rare species endangered, it is critically important that we conserve and restore
natural habitats that provide homes for these species

�tewardship
AOA works to enhance our land and water resources as sustainable
assets for our community. We undertake a wide range of stewardship
activities on our properties to preserve and enhance the natural
habitats and site features.
In association with community partners, friends and volunteers, in the
past two years we have undertaken extensive site management and
restoration activities on AOA preserves.
Utilized the board, staff and volunteers to monitor all of our
conservation properties which is performed on an annual basis.

Removed woody trees and shrubs from over 100 acres of
existing prairies

Utilized staff, volunteers and contractors in a massive effort to remove
and control non-native species throughout many of our preserves,
targeting destructive invasives — particularly Japanese Honeysuckle,
Multi-flora Rose, Tree of Heaven, Autumn Olive and Garlic Mustard.
We removed large honeysuckles from over 300 acres of forestlands.

Performed numerous botanical / species surveys
and identified new rare, threatened and/or
endangered plant species on AOA preserves as
part of site resource assessments.

Reintroduced declining species such
as Yellow Lady Slipper orchids and
forest medicinals to former habitats
on our preserves.

�reserve �tewardship
AOA sponsored over 40 workdays for volunteers and partner groups
such as AmeriCorps to assist with stewardship activities at our preserves.

Conducted Wooly Adelgid surveys on Hemlock
trees in our Hocking Hills preserves.

Demolished several dilapidated structures and
removed legacy trash, debris and tires from
AOA preserves.

Planted over 20,000 trees
to help reestablish bottomland and upland forests on
numerous preserves.

Repaired and restored heritage structures
that are part of our shared cultural
heritage — such as the old spring house at
our Kleinmaier Preserve and the Hocking
Canal Lock No. 8 in Sugar Grove.

Harvested seeds from
rare species in our prairies
to help increase their
distribution.

�ature-�ased �utreach and �ngagement

�ature-�ased �utreach and �ngagement

AOA provides opportunities for members and the public to participate in and learn more about our
conservation mission. We emphasize nature-based education that features conserved lands and local
ecosystems, conveying an enhanced understanding of their significance and relevance to our community.
Our numerous programs and events help provide outdoor recreational activities, build partnerships,
engage local communities, provide hands-on learning and stewardship experiences, and allow friends to
visit the lands they have helped to conserve — some of the most beautiful places in our region.
Rohr Quarry Preserve, Fairﬁeld County, October 2021

AOA’s 2020 outreach and activity programs were greatly curtailed in response to the Covid-19. We were able to restore our activities
in 2021 with our most robust schedule of events to date. AOA undertook 24 events, providing a wide range of outdoor activities
including naturalist-guided field trips to AOA conserved properties, workshops and programs. In addition we undertook a variety
of stewardship-based events focusing on restoration and enhancement of AOA preserves. In all, our programs and events attracted
over 800 participants, inspired by AOA’s conservation work and the beauty of our special landscapes and habitats.

�nd �ore...

Chalet at Mercer Woods Old Growth Forest Preserve

Holiday Cards

AOA Hocking Hills Rental Cabins Available

AOA’s Holiday Card program provides
opportunities to “give a gift of
conservation” to promote AOA’s mission
and local conservation to friends and
associates. Our 2021 card features a
“Icy Waterfall on Queer Creek” at AOA’s
Bison Hollow Preserve.

AOA recently began to make the chalet-style house on our Mercer
Woods Old Growth Forest Preserve in the Hocking Hills available
for use as a vacation cabin. Built by Elbert Mercer, the home was
generously donated to AOA by the Mercer family along with
116 acres of forestland — one of our most beautiful and popular
preserves. Guests to the cabin can walk out into the spectacular
forest and enjoy hiking and nature on the preserve site.

COVID-19 Impacts

AOA is bringing several additional cabins online this year including
two at the northern entrance to our Bison Hollow Preserve near
Ash Cave that were donated by the Russell family.
AOA cabins are available through our real estate partner, Venture
in Real Estate, in Logan. Proceeds from guests staying in one of
AOA’s cabins support our conservation mission.

As a consequence of the
COVID-19 pandemic, AOA
followed the governor’s
guidelines and limited our
2020 outdoor events. We
canceled our indoor events
including our 2020 and 2021
Annual Dinners.

At Mercer Woods

As AOA pursues the conservation and aggregation of parcels into
larger habitat preserves, we have gained a growing number of
structures — most of which have been donated
to us. This includes houses, cabins, barns, and
accessory structures, indicative of legacy land
uses. While many of these are in poor condition
and need to be demolished, we try to preserve
and reuse them when feasible.

The Appalachia Ohio Alliance is a regional non-proﬁt
land conservancy that serves central, south-central and southeastern Ohio.
The Alliance is dedicated to the conservation and stewardship of our
land and water as sustainable natural resources that are an
asset and a legacy for our community.
Appalachia Ohio Alliance ▪ P.O. Box 1151 ▪ Logan, OH 43138-4151 ▪ www.appalachiaohioalliance.org

